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magician, who gains control of the lamp and
compels the slave of the lamp to carry off
the palace to Africa. Another mighty gen-
ius, however, which is compelled to serve
Aladdin on account of his possession of a
wonderful ring, brings back the palace and
regains for Aladdin the possession of the
lamp.

ALAMEDA, al a ma'ddk, CALV one of
San Francisco's most delightful suburbs, six
miles east of the city, across San Francisco
Bay. Oakland is directly north. It has the
service of the Santa Fe, the Southern Pacific
and the Western Pacific railroads. There
are five parks, numerous public playgrounds
and municipal baths. The city has a Carne-
gie Library. Industrially the town is active;
there are shipyards, a packers' association,
flying machine and motor factories. Alameda
was given a city government in 1885, and has
been governed on the commission plan since
1914. Population, 1920, 28,806; in 1930,
34,392, a gain of 19.4 per cent.

ALAMO, ahflcih mo, an old Catholic mis-
sion located at San Antonio, Texas, cele-
brated for the battle that occurred there dur-
ing the war for Texan independence, in 1836.
The mission was a stone structure surrounded
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by a strong wall over two and a half feet
thick and eight feet high. Within this en-
closure about 180 Texans and Americans
under Colonel Travis were besieged by the
Mexicans under Santa Anna. Among the
company were James Bowie, David Crockett
and J. B. Bonham, all prominent Texan
pioneers. The attack was made so suddenly
that the troops had little time to procure
supplies of food or ammunition, but, not-
withstanding their limited means and the

superior numbers of the Mexicans, they re-
sisted the siege for eleven days.
Then Santa Anna, having received large
reinforcements and heavy artillery, assailed
the mission early on the morning of March
5, and overcoming the gallant resistance, in
which nearly all of the inmates -were killed,
captured the place. Regardless of the laws
of war, the Mexicans murdered the few
Texans remaining and spared only a colored
boy, two women and a baby. The affair in-
censed the Texans to the utmost, and for the
remainder of their struggle with Mexico
"Remember the Alamo" was their battle cry,
The fierceness of this conflict and the pecu-
liar circumstances attending it have given
the Alamo the name of the "Thermopylae
of America." The mission has been pur-
chased by the state, and restored as nearly as
possible to its original appearance.
ALAND, ol'land, ISLANDS, a group of
islands and rocky islets situated in the Bal-
tic Sea, at the entrance of the Gulf of Both-
nia. The archipelago consists of one large
island, Aland, and about 300 smaller ones,
about ninety being inhabited. Their total
area is 550 square miles, and they are in-
habited by sailors, seal hunters and fisher-
men, chiefly of Swedish ancestry. The islands
were taken from Sweden by Russia in 1809,
and remained in Russian hands until 1918,
when they were occupied by Germany. The
Germans were forced to evacuate them, after
their defeat in the war. They were awarded
to Finland by the League of Nations. It
was decided to destroy the fortifications
which Russia had erected on the islands after
the outbreak of the World War.
AL'ARIC I (f-410), a famous chieftain
of the Visigoths, who twice invaded Italy and
besieged Rome three times. He was nat-
urally generous, and it was owing to him that
the splendid buildings of Greece and Rome
suffered so little damage during his invasions.
The most lasting effect of his inroads on the
Western Empire was the establishment of
the Yisigothic Empire in Spain by the war-
riors whom he left behind hirn.
ALAEIO II, eighth king of the Visigoths,
who succeeded his father, Euric, in 485. He
preferred peace to war, but, because he was
an Arian and rejected the doctrine of the
Trinity, he was obliged to contend with
Clovis, who undertook the defense of orthodox
Catholicism. The army of Alaric was de-
feated, and he was slain (507).